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Jennifer Holcombe (left), who lost her husband and 1-year-old daughter in the shooting, looks at a print of a 
stained-glass window with Pastor Frank Pomeroy, who lost his 14-year-old daughter. 


Sutherland 
Springs tries 
to move on 
from tragedy 


By Silvia Foster-Frau 
STAFF WRITER 


SUTHERLAND 
SPRINGS — Frank Po- 
meroy pauses outside his 
daughter’s room, unable 
to enter. He knows 
what’s inside: Anna- 
belle’s bed, her One Di- 
rection poster and vari- 
ous items in shades of 
purple — her favorite 
color. 

But Pomeroy and his 
wife, Sherri, can’t look in 
her room yet. It reminds 


These crosses are dedicated to the people who were 
killed during the rampage at the First Baptist 
Church in Sutherland Springs. 


them too much of the girl 
they lost. 

“Tt seemed like it was 
just yesterday I had 
dropped her off at 
school. It seemed like I 


had just told her, ‘TIl see 
you Monday,’ ” the First 
Baptist Church pastor 
says, his eyes watering 
behind his glasses. 
Pomeroy wasn’t at the 


church here the morning 
of Nov. 5 when a gunman 
walked in and opened 
fire with a military-style 
rifle. 

Devin Patrick Kelley 
killed 14-year-old Anna- 
belle and 25 others, in- 
cluding an unborn child, 
before he was shot and 
then killed himself dur- 
ing a car chase. Twenty 
people in the packed 
sanctuary were wound- 
ed. Kelley’s motive re- 
mains unclear, though he 
had a history of violence. 

Four weeks after the 
church massacre, time 
stretches and snaps for 
people in this town of 
600 south of San Anto- 
nio, shifting from fast to 
slow to fast again. One 
moment, it’s as if their 

Lives continues on A24 


GOP tax work rushes toward completion 


Quick settlement expected 
in House-Senate conference 


By Jim Tankersley 
and Alan Rappeport 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — 
Congressional Repub- 
licans, buoyed by the 
Senate’s approval Satur- 
day of a landmark tax 


overhaul, expressed con- 
fidence that final leg- 
islation would be sent to 
President Donald Trump 
by the end of this month. 
While the tax bills 
approved by the House 
and the Senate diverge in 
significant ways, the 


same forces that rocketed 
the measures to passage 
appear likely to bond 
Republicans in the two 
chambers as they work 
to hash out the differenc- 
es. 

Republicans passed 
their sweeping tax over- 
haul through the Senate 
just before 1 a.m. CST, 
two weeks after the 
House passed its own 
measure. 


Inside 

» Trump: President revels 
in tax bill victory. A10 

» Deficit: Concerns about 
it go out the window. A12 
» McConnell: He’s betting 
on economic growth. A12 


The Senate vote was 
51-49, with every Repub- 
lican but one — Sen. Bob 

Taxes continues on A21 


changes 
as 300th 


Some wonder 
if city can 
salvage the 
Tricentennial 


By Josh Baugh 
and Brian Chasnoff 
STAFF WRITERS 


Since Edward Bena- 
vides resigned under a 
cloud of self-described 
“negativity” from the 
Tricentennial Commis- 
sion in early November, 
sources close to the orga- 
nization have portrayed 
him as an autocratic 
leader who rarely relied 
on input from the volun- 
teer board of directors. 

Benavides, who previ- 
ously served as City 
Manager Sheryl Sculley’s 
chief of staff, selected 
REO Speedwagon, a 


bash nears 


Edward 
Benavides 
has been 
described 
as an 
autocratic 


Be leader. 


classic-rock band now 
playing the casino cir- 
cuit, and Pat Benatar 
without consulting the 
commission’s board of 
directors. 

Those acts, which saw 
their heyday three de- 
cades ago, will headline 
the New Year’s Eve fes- 
tivities kicking off San 
Antonio’s yearlong cele- 
bration of its first 300 
years. 

In all, five or six bands 
will play at the event 
with a total budgeted 
cost of $590,000. 

“The commission 
wasn’t told it was going 
to be REO Speedwagon 

Panel continues on A25 


COMMENTARY by Gilbert Garcia 


Alabama 
candidate has 
a tie to S.A. 


Moore took 
inspiration 
from former 
pastor here 


The road to Roy 
Moore’s world view runs 
through San Antonio. 

Moore, the embattled 
Republican candidate in 
Alabama’s Dec. 12 special 
election for the U.S. Sen- 
ate, is a Christian culture 
warrior who has based 
his political career on the 
issue of morality, yet 
finds himself accused of 
multiple incidents of 
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TRICENTENNIAL 


Stinson was making history 
in early days of aviation. A8 
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predatory behavior with 
teenage girls. 

One of Moore’s guiding 
lights on the Christian 
right has been former San 
Antonio pastor Doug 
Phillips, who ran the 
Vision Forum ministry 
and home-schooling 
curriculum program. 

Like Moore, Phillips 
has preached a brand of 
traditional values that 
extends all the way back 
to the ancient traditions 
of the Old Testament. 
And like Moore, Phillips 
found himself confronted 
with allegations of sexual 
misconduct. 

Phillips, who now is 

Garcia continues on A2 
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